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improvements, and carrying to capital account the sum of
E505 12s. 6d. The receipts for the year from all sources
were :f83I6 8s. 8d., while the expenditure amounted to

$8270 7s. 10d; the receipts have, therefore, exceeded the
expenditure by :f45 18s. 10d. During the year, two of the
visiting medical staff, Dr. Whitla and Dr. O’Neill, retired,
but were unanimously re-elected. Reference was made at
the meeting to the great loss the hospital and the com-
munity of the city of Belfast had sustained in the deaths of
D’. J. W. T. Smith and Mr. Samuel Browne, both of whom were
consultants to the hospital. As it has been felt for a long time
that the hospital is not by any means sufficiently large for
the rapidly increasing city of Belfast, it was stated by the
secretary that the Board of Management had decided to
approach the Society of Friends with a view of purchasing
their extensive premises which adjoin the hospital buildings.
The lease of the present hospital is for twenty-two years,
but it is not thought that the Donegal family or their repre.
sentatives would be likely to intertere with the possession
of the place.

Life Assttrance and the Medical Profession.
From inquiries which I have made from a variety of

sources I am afraid the number of medical men who are
insured in this district is not large. Two of the members
of our profession who examine a very large number of those
insured here have told me that the proportion of medical
men who apply to them, or are sent to them by the com-
panies, is a very small one. I think that the explanation
- of this fact is that a young medical man in his early years
of professional life has no spare money ; indeed, he is often,
unfortunately, in debt to some friend who supplies him
’with funds to keep up appearances. Consequently, he is
unable to pay the premium at a time when it would be
small. Afterwards, when he is more than able to meet
expenses, he thinks the increased premium, owing to his
greater age, too great a drag on his resources. While I
’know some men who, on principle, put aside a cer-

tain portion of their income regularly each year, to be
invested in English funds, or American or local stock, I
am sure it is far from being a common practice. In a
commercial community like the city of Belfast medical
men in their investments act very much as the public do,
with whom they are daily in contact. When they have
accumulated money they are very often guided in their
investment of it by some shrewd patient whom they
trust, and who often gives them a hint upon which they
act. I am quite sure, however, that very few who are
uninsured lay aside a certain sum of money every year in
lieu of what they would otherwise pay as a premium for
’insurance. There are now in Belfast a great many young
men in the profession, amongst whom competition is very
Keen. Many of these, I know, have no capital to spare
out of their hard-earned income either to pay for insurance
or to invest.

The committee have elected Mr. J. Falkiner house surgeon
to Monkstown Hospital, county Dublin.
.November 18th. 

_______________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Depopulation of France.
M. BROUARDEL read an important paper at the last meet-

ing of the Academy of Medicine, which goes to prove that
a. very great deal may be done towards checking the ever-
increasing diminution in the annual addition to the popula-
’tion by improved public hygiene. He shows clearly that it
is not only a question of diminution in the birth-rate, but
that actually as many as 30,000 French people, mostly in
the prime and vigour of life, die annually of preventable
causes. Taking small-pox and typhoid fever alone, he
showed that 14,000 persons were killed by the former
malady last year in France, while in Germany, where
vaccination is obligatory, there were only 110 deaths from
’this cause. From typhoid fever, 23,000 persons, mostly
from fifteen to twenty-five years of age, died last year.
Now M. Brouardel insists that both these scourges are
perfectly preventable diseases. In order to suppress the
mortality from small-pox, it was only necessary to render
vaccination in France, as in Germany, obligatory. As to
typhoid fever, the principal factor in its. propagation
was, in 99 per cent. of cases, drinking water. There-

fore he submitted that the Academy should add to the
resolutions that have already been passed in the New
Sanitary Bill that vaccination and revaccination should
be rendered compulsory ; and that the law should arm the
authorities with sufficient powers, so that the munici-
palities, or failing these the Pr&eacute;fets or the Government,
might be able to assure public health against the dangers
which result from the use of polluted drinking water.
There was, he said, a national and patriotic interest in
taking these energetic measures to safeguard the public
health, for even now, in times of peace, one soldier out of
every 335 died of typhoid fever ; and in time of war the
propagation of this pest is much more considerable, as was
verified during the expedition to Tunis. Knowing, there-
fore, the principal focus of typhoid fever, and the means of
combating it, the speaker depended on the assistance of the
Academy in endeavouring to bring about a better state of
public health.

The Treatment of Sympathetic Ophthalmia.
M. Abadie read a paper on this subject. Sympathetic

ophthalmia of the true kind is regarded, since the labours
of Leber and Deutschmann, as an affection owning a
microbic origin. The microbes coming from the infected
focus in the one eye-following a traumatism, for in-
stance-gain little by little the deep parts of the
eye, then, penetrating the chiasma, finish by gaining
the optic nerve of the side opposite. Now, in order to
combat these microbes, the enucleation of the diseased
eye was empirically practised. If this be done sufficiently
early the propagation of the microbes is probably arrested.
But what, he asked, was it best to do when, an eye being
wounded sympathetic ophthalmia declared itself in the
opposite eye. In enucleating early the diseased eye, one
removed at once, the principal pathogenic focus, the microbes,
being as yet but few in number in the other organ, may
not have gained sufficient headway to destroy the healthy
structures. Cure is thus quite possible, especially if it be
encouraged by mercurial inunctions. Of the microbicidal
action of mercury there was no question. If the enuclea-
tion, on the other hand, is practised too late without the
addition of the mercurial inunctions, it will usually be
found that the loss of the second organ of vision results. In
conclusion, he said that he would reserve enucleation for
those exceptional cases where the destruction of tissue was
so great as to leave little ground to hope for recovery. But
before proceeding to enucleation he would first apply the
galvano cautery to the various surfaces of the wound and
afterwards inject a drop or two of a sublimated solution of
1 in 100. When, in spite of all, either because the case was
seen too late or the enucleation was not sufficient, one
had to deal with the single eye already profoundly attacked
by sympathetic lesions, he advised, before undertaking an
operation destined to re-establish vision, waiting until the
morbid processes, or, in other words, the virulence of the
microbes, was got under by repeated injections of a drop or
two of sublimated solution.

Crime and Hypnotism.
The following curious story is recorded as having been

told by a patient in one of the Paris hospitals recently
while in a hysterical trance. Shortly after her admission,
the patient, a young woman, had a violent hysterical fit,
for the relief ot which hypnotic sleep was readily induced.
During her sleep she related with the most minute and
circumstantial details the commission of a serious crime.
As soon as she awoke the attendants recounted what she
bad said, whereupon she became much troubled and con-
fused, and finished by avowing that the story was true.
While taking into consideration that the young woman is
a pronounced hysteric, it was, nevertheless, deemed right,
on warning the patient that such was about to be done, to
inform the police, to which course she evinced no objection.

Paris, Nov. 18th. 
________________

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Koch’s Method of A_pplying his Discovery.
A SPECIAL meeting of the Free Surgical Society took

place on Sunday evening, Professor von Bergmann in the
chair. Professors Virchow, Waldeyer, Gerhardt, Leyden,
B. Friinkel, Langenbueh, Thiersch. Konig, Ziemssen,
Kerschensteiner, Esmarch, Bramann, Helferich, Madelung,
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Schnitzler ; Dr. von Gossler, Minister of Religious, Educa.
tional, and Medical Affairs; the emperor’s physician in
ordinary, Dr. Leuthold; Surgeon-General von Coler, head
of the medical department of the Prussian army ; Surgeon-
General Grasnick, director of the educational establishment
forarmydoctors andsurgeons; Surgeon-GeneralMehlhausen,
Director of the Charit&eacute;, the Bavarian Surgeon-General von
Lotzbeck, and many other military surgeons were present.
Professor Koch, who had been expected, was not there, but
his son-in-law, army surgeon Dr. Pfiihl and Dr. Cornet were
present. At the conclusion of the lecture [which is reported
in another column, ED. L.] Professor von Bergmann invited
the medical men present to visit his clinic next morning tosee the changes which by that time would have taken placein the condition ot the patients then inoculated. He pro-
posed a " Hoch " (the German equivalent for three cheers)
for Koch, which was enthusiastically responded to by the
whole assembly. The directors of the Halle clinics came
to Berlin on Sunday with their assistants and several
patients to study Koch’s method.

Professor Oskar Fraentzel, long a fellow-labourer of
Koch in the study of tuberculosis, reported yesterday
evening in the Society for Internal Medicine on his ex-
perience in the application of Koch’s remedy for tubercu-
losis of the lungs. The general effect of the remedy on
consumptive patients has been already described by Koch
himself, and Professor Fraentzel reported some of the
cases on which that description was based, a long series of
uniform stories of the course which diseases of the lungs
have taken under the influence of Koch’s remedy. Fraentzel
made his observations in his own ward in the Charit&eacute;, and
sufficient time has already elapsed since they began to
admit of important conclusions. Fraentzel’s judgment
is of great value, for he is a physician of large ex-

perience, whose caution in estimating clinical phenomena
and therapeutic results is well known. What he said

justifies the boldest hopes: It is no wonder, he says, that
the severest cases of consumption are still incurable, but
the successes which have been gained in cases of less
severity are very great. The symptoms of the patient
steadily improve from day to day. The frequent perspira-
tions abate, the cough lessens, and the weight of the body
constantly increases. The general condition gradually
improves. The number of the tubercle bacilli in the
sputum increases at first, but afterwards diminishes. In
advanced cases the disease is at least considerably alle-
viated. In conclusion, Fraentzel declared that the method
may perhaps be modified and further developed in time,
though in its chief features it is firmly established. The
main point is early treatment.

Dr. William Levy, who has been frequently named of late
as one of Koch’s fellow-labourers, has been a physician since
1877. His graduation treatise was entitled " A Collation
of Clinical Observations on Diseases of the Cerebral Cortex
in Man." After practising for some time as a physician he
devoted himself more particularly to surgery. For some
years past he has been one of the surgeons in connexion
with the Trades’ Sick Fund. His experience in this capa-
city furnished him with material for the investigation of
recurrent inflammations of the bones among workers in
mother-of-pearl, a disease on which Englisch, Gussenbauer,
and Weiss of Vienna had written, but which had not pre-
viously been made the theme of special study here. Levy
wrote on this subject in the Berliner Klinische Wochen-
schrift last year.

Nov. 18th. 
_______________

EGYPT.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

. Cliolera at Mecca.
THE Egyptian pilgrims have now all returned here with

saddening accounts of the epidemic in the holy places, which
was the chief characteristic of this year’s caravan journey.
Both at Mecca and Medina there is apparently an entire
absence of sanitary arrangement, organisation of the mass of
pilgrims, and statistics of the mortality. It is to be hoped
that Europe will soon force Turkey to reform this annual

pilgrimage. Private accounts agree in stating that cholera
roke out at Mecca on June 26th, which is the day of the
great sacrifice of sheep, when an enormous number, said tobe 150,000, are slaughtered. The uneaten portions of the

carcases are left to rot in the summer sun, and there is
naturally a terrible odour and putrefaction not only of air

but of drinking water. There is always a certain mortality
from fever and dysentery after this ceremony, and this year
the number of deaths mounted suddenly up to 800 in one
day, after which cholera claimed numbers, diminishing every
day to 200 at the end of the first week. Many pilgrims
then continued their journey to Medina, where again for a
fortnight there was a daily mortality, commencing with 150
and dwindling down to ten. The precautions successfully
taken to prevent cholera from entering Egypt have been
described in former letters.

gijdrophobict in Cairo.
Seven years ago the streets of Cairo used to contain

thousands of homeless dogs, and it was loosely believed
that rabies was unknown among them. But the town has.
now been freed of pariahs, because they are no longer
required as scavengers, and yet hydrophobia occasionally
appears. The only two cases which have been known at
the hospital during the last seven years have occurred
during the past twelve months. A child arrived with
cheek and lip disfigured by a bite from a dog four weeks.
before admission, there being no history of the dog being
rabid. The wounds healed, but before the child left the
hospital a harelip operation was done to prevent disfigure-
ment. Two days after this operation the child developed
hydrophobia, and died in three days’ time. In the absence of
inoculation experiments on rabbits, I suppose sceptics would
aflirm that this might be a case of tetanus, in spite of the
presence of the clinical symptoms of hydrophobia. I
may mention here that many cases are reported in Egypt
of rabies and hydrophobia, which prove on investigation to,
be bites from healthy dogs, and some bitten individuals
have been sent at public expense to the Pasteur Institute
at Paris for prophylactic treatment. An interesting case,
apparently of true hydrophobia, has just occurred at Kasr-
el-Aini Hospital. A young man-servant was sent up by his
master with symptoms of exhaustion, great mental excite.
ment, uncontrollable terror of draughts of air, sleeplessness,
and thirst. He made pitiable attempts to drink, and
clutched the glass of water a few inches from his lips. He
eventually allowed about half an ounce to be tilted between
his lips, when he held the fluid several minutes in his
mouth, seemed to swallow it, but then had a convulsion of
throat and whole body, and hawked it up again with viscid
saliva. He was treated with morphia injections and
nutrient enemata, but twenty-four hours after admission he
was dangerously maniacal, and had to be tied down in bed,
and he eventually died six days and a half after he was first
noticed to be ill. His previous history was that of an
irritable, excitable person, but free from alcohol, hasheesh,
or religious excitement. He denied that he had ever been
bitten or scratched by any animal, and he had no traces.
of a bite on his body. His master’s account is that eighteen
months previously the boy had rescued a stray cat from
a boar-hound who was playfully holding it on the ground.
The cat was very frightened, and bit and scratched the boy
through his clothes on the right thigh, but it is said that no-
mark was seen on the skin. If this was the cause of the
disease, the long incubation is deserving of note, and it is
the first time on record of a rabid cat in Egypt. The boar-
hound was certainly not rabid, but there is no information
about the future life of the cat. At the necropsy, twenty-
one hours after death, the hands were blue and half
clenched, the legs, but not the arms, were very stiff ; the
brain membranes were much congested, the cervical and
dorsal membranes of the spinal cord were considerably
congested, and the blood in the skull and body was dark and
liquid, as in typhus. There was, as during life, redness of
fauces and pharynx, with great congestion of lungs, liver,
and kidneys; the heart was very firmly contracted, with no
blood on the left side and a little black clot on the right.
One of the arguments in favour of hydrophobia existing
occasionally in Egypt is that the natives have a remedy for
it dating from the old Arab physicians. It is a beetle of
the cantharides family, which causes the patient to urinate
and evacuate blood, and it is believed that in the urine
may be seen tiny effigies of a dog as large as a barley-coin.

Preparations for the Winter Season,.
Visitors are now commencing to arrive, and though the

weather is still disagreeably hot and damp, pleasant weather
may safely be promised after the middle of November. By
that time probably there will have disappeared the few


